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travellers if boats were driven by steam instead of by
tired and aching muscles. So Fitch had his famous idea,
and returning from the wilds, he set about turning it
into reality. Few people, however, had any faith in
him, and lie had great difficulty in getting the necessary
help, but at last, in 1786, he succeeded in forming a
company, the first steamship company in America, and
soon after, a steamboat, built by Fitch, was launched on
the Delaware.

It was a notable occasion, this launching of the first
American steamship upon an American river. Crowds
of people lined the banks, gazing in wonder at the
novel sight, and among them were Washington and
Franklin. Unfortunately, the first steamboat company
was a failure. For some time the boat plied between
Philadelphia and Trenton, but the undertaking did not
pay and the company came to an end.

To Fitch, therefore, belongs the real credit of having
invented the steamboat, though he could not arouse
sufficient public interest in his invention to make it a
success. And now we must leave John Fitch, and turn
to another boy whose beginnings were very similar.

Robert Fulton was also the son of a poor farmer, who
died when he was three. Like Fitch he had only 'a
scanty education, and also like Fitch, he was clever
enough to overcome this defect and do something with
his life. Some special quality must have been evident in
the boy, for when quite young he was apprenticed to a
jeweller in Philadelphia. A good jeweller must also be
an artist, and this Robert quickly proved himself to be,
but not in gold and silver work. Very soon we hear of